2009 Cristine Wilson Medal for Equality and Justice Recipient

Sister Mary McCauley, BVM 
Sister Mary McCauley, BVM, a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin is a Sister of Charity, BVM.  During her initial years of ministry she taught at Our Lady of Loretto School in Hempstead, New York and served as principal of St. Thomas in West Hempstead.  After nineteen years in education she returned to the Midwest to administer her community’s nursing home in Dubuque, Iowa and later continued ministry within her religious community as a regional representative and Vice President.  Her final years of active ministry were in Northeast Iowa where she was the pastoral administrator of three rural parishes:  St. Mary’s in McGregor, St. Patrick’s in Monona and St. Bridget’s in Postville. In each of these ministries Sister Mary witnessed to the core values of her Congregation: freedom, education, charity and justice.  However, never was she more challenged to fidelity to these values than on May 12, 2008, the day of the now infamous immigration raid in Postville, Iowa, when she found herself offering pastoral presence and support to over 400 devastated and traumatized women, children and men.  Since this most memorable and transformative day her focus has been to empower and comfort suffering Hispanic brothers and sisters.  Imbued with the mission of her Congregation she has tried to love each one into freedom, helping them to know that they are recognized and honored as persons.  Her ongoing commitment to equality and justice impels her to continue her efforts for comprehensive immigration reform to insure that 21st century immigrants have the same opportunities as our immigrant ancestors. 

