Iowa Task Force for Young Women Annual Plan 2011
Program Goal – Gender Responsive Programs and Services: 

Facilitate a comprehensive fundamental change in the juvenile justice system that will enhance the understanding and utilization of innovative gender-responsive approaches in all programs and services, particularly those that serve the adolescent female population of Iowa’s juvenile justice system. 

Program Objective – Disseminate Information:

A)
Update and disseminate information concerning female development and the female-responsive 
services philosophy to girl-serving professionals using print media and website. 

Activities and Services Planned – Disseminate Information:

· Write and distribute “The Girl Connection” newsletter bimonthly. 

· Distribute new publication (2010) Female Responsive Protocol for Adolescent Offenders
· Distribute Providing Gender-Specific Services for Adolescent Female Offenders: Guidelines & Resources as needed and requested.

· Distribute Female Juvenile Justice as needed and requested.

· Distribute Promising Directions: Programs that Serve Iowa Girls in a Single Sex Environment as needed and requested. 

· Make all publications available electronically. 

Program Objective – Training Regarding Female Development:

B)
Provide training regarding adolescent female development, the female-responsive program philosophy and component implementation and related topics to professionals in the juvenile justice system and related fields.  
Activities and Services Planned – Training Regarding Female Development:

· Training and technical assistance provided by Coordinator and Task Force members to local communities/regions as requested. 

· Coordinate annual Whispers & Screams conference.

· Coordinate annual retreat/intensive training.

· Provide justice system participants scholarships to attend the Whispers & Screams conference.

Program Objective – Participate and Assist in Community Planning:

C)
Participate and assist in the community planning processes across the state to ensure that the unique needs of girls involved with or at risk for involvement with the juvenile justice system are addressed.

Activities and Services Planned - Participate and Assist in Community Planning:

· Receive training for use of the “Gender-Responsive Assessment Tool” and begin assessment of programs around the state. 
· Continue to distribute “DHS Select Service Data” and “Juvenile Delinquency Statistical Report” as needed and requested by community planning groups. 
· Continue to distribute Providing Gender-Specific Services for Adolescent Female Offenders: Guidelines & Resources to community planning groups.

· Task Force members serve in community planning initiatives.

Program Objective – Education and Secure Wider Representation on Task Force:

D)
Educate legislators regarding the importance of female-responsive services and secure a wider representation of professionals on the Task Force. 

Activities and Services Planned
· Create and distribute annual “Status of Females in the Juvenile Justice System 2011” report 

· Testify at the legislative hearings as opportunities arise. 

· Work with the Department of Human Rights and other advocacy groups as they push for legislative change that supports female-responsive efforts.

· Add representatives from Juvenile Court; DECAT committees; the Departments of Public Health, Human Services, Education, and Management as well as from other girl-serving programs to the membership of the Task Force.

· Support efforts of local gender task forces with training and technical assistance and other resources as able. 

· Bolster Task Force presence geographically throughout the state. 
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