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full-time, year-round civilian work-
ers. For most individuals, earnings 
are the largest component of their 
total income. The text box “What 
Are ‘Earnings’?” describes this 
income category.

Men’s and Women’s Earnings 
by State

Table 6 shows earnings data by 
state and the District of Columbia 
in the 2007 ACS for men and 
women who worked full-time, year-
round. Some of the states that had 
high median household incomes, 
as shown in Table 2, such as 
Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Alaska, also had high median 
earnings for men, that is, earnings 
above $50,000. No state had 
median earnings for women above 
$50,000, but in the District of 
Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, 

EARNINGS OF MEN AND 
WOMEN

This section examines the earnings 
of men and women by geography, 
race and Hispanic origin, educa-
tional attainment, industry and 
occupation, and class of worker. 
Median earnings are calculated only 
for people 16 years and older with 
earnings. The tables and fi gures 
 focus on various aspects of earn-
ings. Table 6 presents earnings 
by state for full-time, year-round 
workers. Table 7 includes earnings 
by race and Hispanic origin for 
full-time, year-round workers; earn-
ings by educational attainment for 
people 25 years and older (regard-
less of hours and weeks worked); 
and earnings by type of industry 
and class of worker for full-time, 
year-round civilian workers. Table 8 
includes earnings by occupation for 

Massachusetts, and Connecticut, 
median earnings for women were 
above $40,000.

The median earnings of men in 
the United States in the 2007 ACS 
were $44,255; for women median 
 earnings were $34,278, or 77.5 per-
cent of men’s earnings. The District 
of Columbia had the highest ratio 
of women’s-to-men’s earnings (93.4 
percent), and there was no statisti-
cally signifi cant diff erence between 
women’s median earnings and men’s 
median earnings.22 In each of the 
50 states, women’s median earn-
ings were less than men’s median 
earnings. 

22 The ratio of women’s to men’s earnings 
for the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico 
was not statistically diff erent from 100 per-
cent. The median earnings for men in Puerto 
Rico were $20,242, and the median earnings 
for women were $19,812. The median earn-
ings for men in Puerto Rico were not statisti-
cally diff erent from the median earnings for 
women in Puerto Rico.

What Are “Earnings”?

“Earnings” are the sum of wage and salary income and self-employment income. Earnings are often the larg-
est part of overall income. The 2007 ACS showed that 81 percent of aggregate household income came from 
earnings.

This report presents information on year-round, full-time workers 16 years or older, unless noted otherwise. 
“Year-round” means an individual worked 50 or more weeks in the past 12 months, including paid time off  for 
sick leave or vacation. “Full-time” means that the individual usually worked 35 or more hours per week.

The text of the two 2007 ACS questions used to determine earnings is:

41. INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS.

Mark (X) the “Yes” box for each type of income this person received, and give your best estimate of the TOTAL 
AMOUNT during the PAST 12 MONTHS. (NOTE: The “past 12 months” is the period from today’s date one year 
ago through today.)

Mark (X) the “No” box to show types of income NOT received.

If net income was a loss, mark the “Loss” box to the right of the dollar amount.

For income received jointly, report the appropriate share for each person—or, if that’s not possible, report the 
whole income for only one person and mark the “No” box for the other person.

a. Wages, salary, commissions, bonuses, or tips from all jobs. Report amount before deductions for 
taxes, bonds, dues, or other items.

b. Self-employment income from own nonfarm businesses or farm businesses, including propri-
etorships and partnerships. Report NET income after business expenses.

ACS questionnaires can be found at <www.census.gov/acs/www/SBasics/SQuest/SQuest1.htm>.
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Table 6.
Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers 16 and Older by
Sex and Women’s Earnings as a Percentage of Men’s Earnings by State: 2007
(In 2007 inflation-adjusted dollars. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
www.census.gov/acs/www/)

Area

Median earnings
(dollars) Women’s earnings as a

percentage of men’s earnings
nemoWneM

Estimate
Margin of
error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of
error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of
error1 (±)

United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,255 147 34,278 85 77.5 0.3

Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,829 370 29,756 572 72.9 1.5
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,275 873 37,835 1,913 73.8 3.9
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,308 346 33,723 765 81.6 2.0
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,379 449 26,815 522 73.7 1.7
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,404 256 38,903 353 83.8 0.9
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,230 574 36,827 468 79.7 1.4
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,394 904 41,868 514 75.6 1.5
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,964 1,879 38,543 1,501 80.4 4.4
District of Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52,860 4,534 49,364 2,451 93.4 9.3
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,238 206 32,150 195 79.9 0.6

Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,837 269 33,351 557 79.7 1.4
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,802 1,552 35,471 780 79.2 3.2
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,413 1,046 28,846 835 73.2 2.9
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,562 549 35,638 324 73.4 1.1
Indiana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,410 586 31,158 263 71.8 1.1
Iowa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,375 294 30,925 299 74.7 0.9
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,041 417 31,145 387 74.1 1.2
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,920 713 29,957 402 75.0 1.7
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,980 423 27,469 623 65.4 1.6
Maine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,704 549 31,496 551 75.5 1.7

Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,501 976 44,022 716 80.8 2.0
Massachusetts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,602 822 42,062 355 78.5 1.4
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,512 609 34,849 411 71.8 1.2
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,602 607 36,707 343 77.1 1.2
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,819 616 26,838 512 72.9 1.8
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,347 365 30,827 289 74.6 1.0
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,230 1,568 26,598 635 69.6 3.3
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,070 864 30,406 512 77.8 2.2
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,787 1,176 34,164 809 79.8 2.9
New Hampshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,385 525 35,722 694 69.5 1.5

New Jersey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,846 772 42,221 395 77.0 1.3
New Mexico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,366 1,312 30,188 573 78.7 3.1
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,198 346 38,830 438 82.3 1.1
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,447 675 31,738 245 80.5 1.5
North Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,028 1,158 27,554 753 68.8 2.7
Ohio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,443 430 32,853 372 73.9 1.1
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,884 907 29,378 580 77.5 2.4
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,389 598 32,538 679 76.8 1.9
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,755 411 33,438 343 74.7 1.0
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,492 1,983 37,475 1,231 77.3 4.1

South Carolina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,139 397 30,124 362 75.0 1.2
South Dakota. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,726 799 26,965 646 73.4 2.4
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,207 606 30,178 264 77.0 1.4
Texas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,344 215 31,845 205 78.9 0.7
Utah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,035 926 31,001 467 72.0 1.9
Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,834 712 34,341 1,091 84.1 3.0
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,142 779 36,971 435 76.8 1.5
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,269 375 37,454 527 74.5 1.2
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,126 829 26,719 538 66.6 1.9
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,105 583 32,265 247 73.2 1.1
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,310 1,711 28,540 1,967 63.0 5.0

Puerto Rico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,242 461 19,812 414 97.9 3.0

1 Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. A margin of error is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the margin of error in relation to the size of
the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. When added to and subtracted from the estimate, the margin of error forms the 90-percent confidence interval.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey and 2007 Puerto Rico Community Survey.
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Figure 4 displays the relationship 
between men’s and women’s earn-
ings for all states and the District of 
Columbia. The Northeast, the South, 
and the West have states in which 
women’s earnings as a percentage 
of men’s earnings are relatively high 
(falling into the highest category in 
Figure 4). Every region has states in 
which the percentage was relatively 
low (falling into the two lower 
categories). In the South, fi ve states 
(Maryland, North Carolina, Florida, 
Georgia, and Texas) and the  District 
of Columbia had ratios higher 
than the national ratio, as did 
three states in the West  (California, 
Arizona, and Colorado). Two states 
in the Northeast (Vermont and 
New York) had ratios higher than 
the national ratio. There were no 

states in the Midwest that had ratios 
higher than the national ratio. As 
a result, women’s earnings were 
closer to men’s in more states in 
the South and the West than in the 
Northeast and the Midwest.

Median Earnings by Race and 
Hispanic Origin

Table 7 shows that Asian men 
working full-time, year-round had 
higher median earnings ($51,174) 
in the 2007 ACS than men in any 
of the other single-race groups. 
Non-Hispanic White men ($50,139) 
had higher earnings than Native 
 Hawaiian and Other Pacifi c 
Islander men ($36,624), Black men 
($35,652), and American Indian and 

Alaska Native men ($34,833).23  The 
lowest median earnings for men 
were for those who reported Some 
Other Race ($28,462). For Hispanic 
men, $29,239 was the median 
 earnings. 

The pattern observed for women 
by race was similar to that of men. 
Asian women had the highest 
median earnings ($40,664). Non-
Hispanic White women ($36,398) 
had higher earnings than Black 
women ($31,035), Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacifi c Islander women 
($29,835), and American Indian and 

23 The median earnings of Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacifi c Islander men were not statis-
tically diff erent from those of Black men and 
those of American Indian and Alaska Native 
men. The median earnings of Black men 
were not statistically diff erent from those of 
 American Indian and Alaska Native men.
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Figure 4.
Women’s Earnings as a Percentage of Men’s Earnings in the 
Past 12 Months by State: 2007     
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Table 7.
Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months of Workers by Sex and Women’s Earnings as a
Percentage of Men’s Earnings by Selected Characteristics for the United States: 2007
(In 2007 inflation-adjusted dollars. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
www.census.gov/acs/www/)

Selected characteristic

Median earnings
(dollars) Women’s earnings

as a percentage of
men’s earnings

nemoWneM

Estimate
Margin of
error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of
error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of
error1 (±)

Race and Hispanic Origin
Full-time, year-round workers 16 years and older
with earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,255 147 34,278 85 77.5 0.3

White alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,113 93 35,542 64 75.4 0.2
White alone, not Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,139 63 36,398 64 72.6 0.1

Black alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,652 179 31,035 127 87.1 0.5
American Indian and Alaska Native alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,833 932 28,837 693 82.8 2.7
Asian alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,174 292 40,664 317 79.5 0.7
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,624 2,068 29,835 1,515 81.5 5.5
Some Other Race alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,462 350 24,801 234 87.1 1.1
Two or More Races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,353 548 32,976 678 81.7 1.8

Hispanic (any race) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,239 268 25,454 143 87.1 0.8

Educational Attainment
Population 25 years and older with earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,481 53 27,276 46 67.4 0.1

Less than high school graduate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,602 137 14,202 116 62.8 0.7
High school graduate (includes equivalency). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,435 63 21,219 54 65.4 0.2
Some college or associate’s degree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,035 83 27,046 69 65.9 0.2
Bachelor’s degree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,397 227 38,628 156 67.3 0.4
Graduate or professional degree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77,219 347 50,937 133 66.0 0.4

Industry
Full-time, year-round civilian workers 16 years and older
with earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,627 151 34,393 85 77.1 0.3

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,854 604 23,621 811 84.8 3.2
Mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,533 1,015 47,146 2,007 84.9 3.9
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,823 332 36,593 328 94.3 1.2
Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,954 191 32,535 262 70.8 0.6
Wholesale trade. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,767 367 36,187 402 79.1 1.0
Retail trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,721 211 25,959 131 72.7 0.6
Transportation and warehousing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,052 240 37,145 381 80.7 1.0
Utilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,617 351 45,539 841 75.1 1.5
Information. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58,964 1,282 43,614 691 74.0 2.1
Finance and insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,422 406 39,390 297 55.2 0.6
Real estate and rental and leasing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,314 1,024 36,959 396 85.3 2.2
Professional, scientific, and technical services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,320 491 47,292 278 62.8 0.5
Management of companies and enterprises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76,630 3,691 47,715 1,598 62.3 3.6
Administrative and support and waste management services . . . . . . 31,706 223 28,973 444 91.4 1.6
Educational services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,308 289 40,100 138 84.8 0.6
Health care and social assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,258 299 33,477 179 66.6 0.5
Arts, entertainment, and recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,953 447 30,293 331 84.3 1.3
Accommodation and food services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,611 207 20,708 155 80.9 0.9
Other services (except public administration) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,504 271 26,166 205 73.7 0.8
Public administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,545 348 41,936 222 76.9 0.6

Class of Worker2

Full-time, year-round civilian workers 16 years and older
with earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,627 151 34,393 85 77.1 0.3

Employee of private company workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,215 81 32,035 60 75.9 0.2
Self-employed in own incorporated business workers . . . . . . . . . . . . 61,549 230 41,395 398 67.3 0.7
Private not-for-profit wage and salary workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,420 413 37,918 285 81.7 1.0
Local government workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,915 439 39,729 264 82.9 0.8
State government workers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,778 440 38,584 303 79.1 0.8
Federal government workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,377 432 50,329 214 87.7 0.8
Self-employed in own unincorporated business workers . . . . . . . . . . 38,564 729 25,003 448 64.8 1.8

1 Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. A margin of error is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the margin of error in relation to the size of
the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. When added to and subtracted from the estimate, the margin of error forms the 90-percent confidence interval.

2 Data from unpaid family workers are excluded from this table.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey.
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Alaska Native women ($28,837).24  
The lowest median earnings 
($24,801) of any race group were 
for women of Some Other Race. 
 Hispanic women had median earn-
ings of $25,454.

For each of the race groups and 
Hispanics, as shown in Table 7, men 
had higher earnings than women. 
The group with the lowest female-
to-male earnings ratio was non-
Hispanic Whites, where women’s 
earnings were 72.6 percent of men’s 
earnings. The median earnings of 
women were at least 85 percent 
of men’s for the Some Other Race 
group, Blacks, and Hispanics.25

Median Earnings by 
Educational Attainment

Data on median earnings by educa-
tional attainment in Table 7 are for 
all individuals 25 years and older 
with earnings and are not limited to 
full-time, year-round workers.

A person’s level of education is a 
predictor of earnings—in general, 
the more education, the larger 
the earnings potential. Table 7 
shows that this was true for both 
men and women in the 2007 ACS. 
The median earnings of men who 
were not high school graduates 
were $22,602. Median earnings 
were higher for male high school 
graduates ($32,435) and higher 
still for men with some college or 
an associate’s degree ($41,035). 

24 The median earnings for Native 
 Hawaiian and Other Pacifi c Islander women 
were not statistically diff erent from those of 
Black women and those of American Indian 
and Alaska Native women.

25 The female-to-male earnings ratio was 
not statistically diff erent from 85 percent for 
Native Hawaiians and Other Pacifi c Islanders 
and American Indians and Alaska Natives.

Men who completed college and 
received a bachelor’s degree earned 
a median of $57,397. The highest 
median earnings among education 
groups, $77,219, were for men with 
a graduate or professional degree.

Women who did not complete high 
school reported median earnings 
of  $14,202 in the 2007 ACS, while 
women who graduated from high 
school earned  $21,219. Attend-
ing but not completing college, or 
receiving an associate’s degree, 
resulted in median earnings of 
$27,046, while women who com-
pleted a bachelor’s degree had 
median earnings of $38,628. As 
with men, women who received a 
graduate or professional degree 
earned the most, $50,937.

While both men and women showed 
higher earnings with higher levels 
of education, at each level of educa-
tion, men earned more than women. 
The ratio of female-to-male earn-
ings was lowest for those with less 
than a high school education, where 
women earned 62.8 percent of men. 
The ratio was higher among people 
with more education, up to the com-
pletion of a bachelor’s degree. For 
men and women with a high school 
education, women earned 65.4 
percent of what men earned, while 
women earned 65.9 percent when 
both had some college or an asso-
ciate’s degree. The ratio was higher 
still when both men and women 
had bachelor’s degrees. At that edu-
cational level, women earned 67.3 
percent of what men earned. Addi-
tional education beyond a bachelor’s 
degree resulted in a lower earnings 
ratio. Women earned 66.0 percent 

of men’s  earnings when both had a 
graduate or professional degree.26

Median Earnings by Industry 
and Class of Worker

Data on earnings by type of indus-
try and class of worker are limited 
to full-time, year-round civilian 
workers 16 years or older. Indus-
try refers to the kind of business 
conducted by a person’s employing 
organization. 

The industries for which data are 
collected in the ACS are commonly 
grouped into sectors. Table 7 shows 
the 20 major industry sectors. Men 
earned the most in the 2007 ACS in 
two of those sectors: the manage-
ment of companies and enterprises 
sector ($76,630) and the profes-
sional, scientifi c, and technical 
 services sector ($75,320).27  Men in 
the accommodation and food ser-
vices sector had the lowest median 
earnings ($25,611).

For women, several sectors had 
relatively high median earnings 
in the 2007 ACS. In the following 
sectors, women’s median earnings 
were $45,000 or higher: manage-
ment of companies and enterprises 
($47,715); professional, scientifi c, 
and technical services ($47,292); 
mining ($47,146); and utilities 

26 The female-to-male earnings ratio for 
workers with graduate or professional degrees 
was not statistically diff erent from the ratio 
for workers with some college or associate’s 
degrees.

27 The median earnings for men in the 
management of companies and enterprises 
sector were not statistically diff erent from the 
median earnings for men in the professional, 
scientifi c, and technical services sector.
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($45,539).28  As with men, the 
sector with the lowest earnings for 
women was accommodation and 
food services ($20,708). 

In each of the 20 industry sectors, 
men earned more than women. 
The sector where the ratio between 
women’s and men’s earnings 
was the lowest was fi nance and 
insurance, where women’s earn-
ings were 55.2 percent of men’s, 
while the highest ratio was in the 
 construction sector, where women’s 
earnings were 94.3 percent of 
men’s.

Class of worker analysis categorizes 
employees according to the type 
of ownership of the organization 
employing them. Men who were 
employed in their own incorporated 
business and worked full-time, year-
round had the highest median earn-
ings at $61,549. Men employed in 
their own unincorporated business 
had the lowest median earnings 
($38,564).

For women, those employed by the 
federal government had the high-
est median earnings at $50,329. 
Similar to men, those employed in 
their own unincorporated business 
had the lowest median earnings 
($25,003).

For each of the class of worker cat-
egories shown in Table 7, men had 
higher earnings than women. The 
ratio of women’s to men’s earnings 
was highest for men and women 

28 The median earnings of women in the 
management of companies and enterprises 
industry were not statistically diff erent from 
the median earnings of women in the pro-
fessional, scientifi c, and technical services 
industry and the mining industry, nor were 
the median earnings of women in the pro-
fessional, scientifi c, and technical services 
industry statistically diff erent from the median 
earnings of women in the mining industry.  
The median earnings of women in the utilities 
industry were not statistically diff erent from 
the median earnings of women in the mining 
industry. 

employed by the federal govern-
ment (87.7). The ratio was lowest 
for women and men employed in 
their own businesses. When that 
business was unincorporated, 
women earned 64.8 percent of what 
men earned; when it was incorpo-
rated, they earned 67.3 percent of 
what men earned.

Median Earnings by Occupation

Occupation describes the kind of 
work that a person does on the 
job. Table 8 shows 26 occupation 
groups for full-time, year-round 
civilian workers. The large sample 
size of the ACS allows further 
examination of the earnings of 
men and women for many detailed 
occupations (see Appendix Table 
A-2).29  Men earned the most in the 
legal occupations ($105,233) and 
the least in the food preparation 
and serving related occupations 
($21,765). Women who worked in 
computer and mathematical occu-
pations had the highest median 
earnings ($61,957). Women’s 
median earnings in food prepara-
tion and serving related occupations 
($18,060) were lower than all occu-
pations except farming, fi shing, and 
forestry occupations ($18,564).30

For women and men in the broad 
occupational groups shown in Table 
8, men had higher median earnings 
than women. Installation, main-
tenance, and repair occupations 
and community and social services 
occupations had among the highest 
women’s-to-men’s earnings ratios, 
with a ratio of women’s earnings 
to men’s  earnings higher than 90 

29 Appendix Table A-2 is restricted to occu-
pations with 100 or more sample cases and 
shows ratios for 283 out of 466 total occupa-
tions.

30 The diff erence in women’s median earn-
ings between farming, fi shing, and forestry 
occupations and building and grounds clean-
ing and maintenance occupations was not 
statistically signifi cant.

percent. Within the community 
and social service occupations, 
the women’s-to-men’s earnings 
ratios ranged from 78.6 percent 
for  religious workers to 94.2 per-
cent for counselors.31 In contrast, 
women’s earnings as a percentage 
of men’s earnings were 70 percent 
or less for legal occupations, health 
diagnosing, transportation supervi-
sors and material moving workers, 
sales and related occupations, pro-
duction occupations, motor vehicle 
operators, and personal care and 
service occupations. The legal occu-
pation group had the lowest ratio of 
women’s earnings to men’s earnings 
(51.1 percent). There was less dif-
ference between women’s and men’s 
earnings among the detailed legal 
occupations. For example, Appendix 
Table A-2 shows that female para-
legal and legal assistants earned 
93.2 percent of what men earned 
and, for lawyers, the ratio was 77.8 
percent.32  Personal care and service 
workers, all other, was among the 
occupations with a high women’s-
to-men’s earnings ratio, shown in 
Appendix Table A-2, at 111.3 per-
cent, and the paper goods machine 
setters, operators, and tenders 
occupation was among the occupa-
tions with a low women’s-to-men’s 
earnings ratio, at 54.4 percent.33

31 The women’s-to-men’s earnings ratio for 
religious workers was not statistically diff erent 
from the ratio for community workers, clergy, 
or religious activities directors, nor was the 
ratio for counselors statistically diff erent from 
that of social workers, clergy, and religious 
activities directors.

32 The women’s-to-men’s earnings ratio for 
paralegal and legal assistants was not statisti-
cally diff erent from the ratio for counselors. 
The women’s-to-men’s earnings ratio for law-
yers was not statistically diff erent from the 
ratio for religious workers.

33 The personal care and service work-
ers occupation was not statistically diff erent 
from 41 other occupations with high earn-
ings ratios. The paper goods machine setters, 
operators, and tenders occupation was not 
statistically diff erent from 13 other low-
earnings-ratio occupations.
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Table 8.
Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months of Workers by Sex and Women’s Earnings as a
Percentage of Men’s Earnings by Occupation for the United States: 2007
(In 2007 inflation-adjusted dollars. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
www.census.gov/acs/www/)

Occupation

Median earnings
(dollars)

Women’s earnings
as a percentage of

men’s earningsMen Women

Estimate
Margin of
error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of
error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of
error1 (±)

Full-time, year-round civilian workers 16 years
and older with earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,627 151 34,393 85 77.1 0.3

Management occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,949 227 52,510 316 73.0 0.5
Business and financial operations occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,965 700 46,974 240 72.3 0.9
Computer and mathematical occupations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,980 297 61,957 402 86.1 0.7
Architecture and engineering occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,606 296 56,627 830 80.2 1.2
Life, physical, and social science occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . 63,235 1,451 53,389 1,127 84.4 2.6

Community and social services occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,677 325 37,173 264 91.4 1.0
Legal occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105,233 1,998 53,790 1,168 51.1 1.5
Education, training, and library occupations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,225 231 40,567 145 79.2 0.5
Arts, design, entertainment, sports, and
media occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,013 761 41,799 332 83.6 1.4

Health diagnosing and treating practitioners and
other technical occupations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,451 507 59,318 483 59.1 0.6

Health technologists and technicians occupations . . . . . . . . . 42,323 473 35,719 237 84.4 1.1
Healthcare support occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,095 832 24,855 185 88.5 2.7
Fire fighting and prevention and other protective service
workers, including supervisors occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,266 422 31,997 528 79.5 1.6

Law enforcement workers, including
supervisors occupations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52,159 307 42,950 1,220 82.3 2.4

Food preparation and serving related occupations. . . . . . . . . 21,765 165 18,060 222 83.0 1.2

Building and grounds cleaning and
maintenance occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,291 191 19,093 200 72.6 0.9

Personal care and service occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,575 369 21,256 154 69.5 1.0
Sales and related occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,392 534 30,777 165 63.6 0.8
Office and administrative support occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,466 175 31,173 65 85.5 0.4
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,117 411 18,564 791 80.3 3.7

Construction and extraction occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,771 169 32,011 657 89.5 1.9
Installation, maintenance, and repair occupations . . . . . . . . . 41,472 128 40,325 982 97.2 2.4
Production occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,565 137 24,722 191 67.6 0.6
Supervisors, transportation, and material moving workers,
and other transportation workers except motor vehicle
operators occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,979 491 32,409 1,505 63.6 3.0

Motor vehicle operators occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,425 225 25,783 624 68.9 1.7
Material moving workers occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,690 361 22,325 268 77.8 1.4

1 Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. A margin of error is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the margin of
error in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. When added to and subtracted from the estimate, the margin of error forms the
90-percent confidence interval.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey.




