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Women You Know, Women You Want To Meet

ICSW Monthly Website Feature

Laura Krouse Feature Questionnaire

 

Job description and community involvement:  
Farmer.  I own and operate Abbe Hills Farm CSA near Mt. Vernon.  www.abbehills.com  I also grow an heirloom variety of seed corn that has been on this farm since 1903.  I am a commissioner of the Linn Soil and Water Conservation District, and on the board of our Southeast Linn Community Center, a group which helps to serve the needs of the poor in our area.  I’m also a Sunday school teacher at First Mennonite Church in Iowa City.
Background:  
I got undergraduate degrees at Iowa State in Agronomy and Ag Business.  I worked as a church volunteer for several years with migrant and seasonal farmworkers in Immokalee, Florida, then got a master’s degree in Agronomy from the University of Florida.  I’ve been on the farm in eastern Iowa since 1988.  In 2009, I became a full time farmer after 20 years teaching biology at Cornell College. I am a conservationist for the Iowa Learning Farm.
What’s new on my horizon:  
I plan to be the “Queen of Fall Greens” in eastern Iowa.  With help from about 60 PFI volunteers, I just built a large passive solar greenhouse which I intend to use to grow greens from Halloween until Christmas.  I’ve also been working this winter on a project to educate women landowners on soil conservation and water quality practices and it has been a great experience that I hope I get to continue 

Why I do what I do:  
I love to farm.  I like to grow crops, I like to work with healthy soil, I like livestock, I like marketing the food I grow.  I’m crazy for soil conservation and I HATE water pollution.  I like spending time with kids, so I welcome them to my farm.  I love teaching Sunday school.  I love to cook with very good quality food, and I like to serve very good food to my guests and family.  
 

What I most wish would change for women:   
I’m sick to death of watching the news and seeing men, men, men, in suits or military uniforms, waving guns or checkbooks or flags or laws, always telling everybody how everything has got to be.  So many of the world’s women live within fundamentalist cultures where they barely get a chance to breathe, let alone develop their skills and ideas.  And their children suffer because they are so oppressed.  I wish they would stop deciding everything for us! And that all women could live free of domination by the culture or the religion or the military/industrial/agricultural complex always getting in the way of healthy and secure lives for them and their children.
“I wish I’d said that!” –please provide a brief quote that is meaningful to you:  

"How long? Not long, because the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice."  MLK, in a speech in Montgomery, March 25, 1965.
 

The woman I admire most: 
Denise O’Brien.  
Contact information (optional):  
laura@abbehills.com
www.abbehills.com 
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